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Unity of Benevolence and Wisdom: The Image and Realm of Confucian Teachers

SUN Qi' SUN Jie’
(1. Academy of Music Shanxi University Taiyuan 030006 China;
2. School of Education Science Shanxi University Taiyuan 030006 China)

Abstract: The image and realm of teachers in Confucianism are the unity of the image theory of teachers the kung—
fu theory of teachers and the realm theory of teachers. Insatiable learning and tireless teaching are the true embodi—
ment of the image of Confucian teachers; in its essence they are learning for the saintly benevolence and teaching
for the saintly benevolence without feeling “bored” and “tired”; in its form it is maifested as eager to learn and
good at teaching. To teach Is To learn comes from the spirit of insatiable learning and tireless teaching which is the
self — cultivation process for Confucian teachers to realize their own achievements. Reflection is the process of self
—reflecting and seeking self instead of others. Self — improvement is the process of self — improvement to educate
oneself and study tirelessly. Insatiable learning tireless teaching and To Teach Is To Learn ultimately point to the u-
nity of benevolence and wisdom. The character of sage’ s ideal personality is the unity of benevolence and wisdom.

Benevolience belongs to the category of ethics while wisdom belongs to the category of epistemology so the unity of
benevolence and wisdom is the unity of ethics and epistemology. The educational spirit of the unity of benevolence
and wisdom is not only the main feature of the ideal personality of teachers in ancient China but also the goal of the
ideal personality of teachers since ancient times.

Key words: insatiable learning tireless teaching; To Teach Is To Learn; the unity of benevolence and wisdom
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